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CORRESPONDENCE.

Decomber 4th, 1854,
Rev, P. J. TiMrow =— :
‘Dear Sin:—The undersigned, members of the “ Leacock Presbyterian Con.
gregation,” having listened to the sermon preached by you at Leacock Church,
on the 23d of November last (Thanksgiving Day), with deepfelt interest, and
03 it compriscs the history of said congregation from its first organization to
the present time, and being desirous to perpetuate enid history in some sub-
stantinl form, for our own bonefit and for future reference, wo would most
respectfully request from you a copy for publication.
For tho interesting manner in which the sermon was presented to us, and
being aware of the dificulties and inconvenience to which you have been sub-
Jected in collecting, in a connected form, said history, we avail onrselves of this

* opportunity to oxpress to you our warmest thanks for your sorvices.
N, W, SavrLe,

Jonx SLAYMAKER, SEN,
Tuos. S. Woobs,
Geo, D, M'ILvain,
Hexnry Eckenr,
Gro. L. Ecxenr,
Jangs P, M'ILvAINE,
Jonx O, LErkvns,
Joskrit S. LEFEVRE,
Nati't, 1. SLAYMAKER,
Jotty G. OFFNER,
Puitar Foster, |
Hexry Lsauan,
W, M, SLAYMAKER,
Persr J, EckErr,
BuNsasiN PueNeoEr,
- Roberr 8. M'Invaing,
Jon's Lripian,
H. FregLAND,



+ PeLLgvy, Decembor 14th, 1554,
GENTLEMEY 1 —

The Sormon you have requested for publication is submitted 1o your dis.
Posal. T propared it with no thought of publieation, and only yield to your
kind solicitation, for the reasons nssigned,—that it may assist in perpetuating
tho history of tho Church, and for future referonco,

Sincorely yours,

v P, J. Tinrow,
To Messrs, N. W. SanrLe,

Jony Staymaken, Sex,,
Tnos, 8. Woons, .
and others.



DISCOURSE.

If T forgot thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning, If 1 do not
remomber thee, lot my tongue cleave to the roof of my-month; if I prefer not
Jerusalem abovo my chief joy~DsaLy 137: 5, 6,

T8 is tho languago of strong, doep, abiding attachment for a
loved and nover-to-be-forgotten land, and city, and home, and
church, and privileges.

Judoa was at this time desolate. Jorusalem was in ruins.
Tho tomplo, the holy and beautiful house whero the * fathers”
had praised tho Lord, was “ burned up with fire ;" the inhabitants
woro oxiles in o heathen land, and all their *pleasant things"”
woro laid waste. -

But long yoars of captivity and oppression and suffering could
not quench the deop yoarnings, tho carncst longings of their
hearts aftor their former homo and worship.

Thoy prayoed with their faces toward Jerusalom, Thoy wept
wlhon thoy *remembered Zion.” Ior ruins and dust wero pro-
cious in their oyes, and their countenances wero sad whenovor
they thought of tho city, *““the place of their fathers' sepul-
ohres.” , S
Tho plous Jow could nover forget Jorusalom. ¢1If I'forget
thoo, O Jerusalem, lot my right hand forget hor cunning.”  Joru-
salom, mado over by solemn covenant to Isracl, the placo to
which all tho tribes ropaired thrico a yoar for tho worship of tho
- God of Abrahaw, and Tsaac, and Isracl—Jerusalom, with its glo-
rious temple, and altar of sacrifices, and Shokinah, and chorubims,
and moroy-seat, frotn off which God communed with men—Joru.
salem, with'ita sunotuary, out of whish God sent help j-its Zion,
out of which ho sont strength, and from which went forth his
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law—so0 beautiful for situation, tho joy of tho whole earth —
Jorusalem, tho placo whero prophots and holy mon stood and
prophesied and worshipped I—TForgoet theo! No, novor! If I
ocaso to remomber thoo, lot my tonguo cloavo to tho roof of my
mouth ; if I prefor not Jorusalom above my chiof joy,

And if God did groat things for his ohoson Isracl, ho has done
greater things for us ; and if they, in tho deop omotions of their
hearts, when Jorusalem was a desolation, and God in judgment
was frowning on tho land, would not and could not forgot hor,
with deepor omotions of love and gratitude should wo exolaim,
as wo look ovor our American land and our Amorican Jorusalem,
ospocially, and view what God has dono for hor and is oven now
doing for hor: “IfI forgot thee, O Jerusalem, lot my right hand
forgot her cunning, If I do not romombor theo, lot my tonguo
cleavo to tho roof of my mouth; if I ‘profer not Jorusalom abovo
my chiof joy.”

Wo shall not, howevor, on tho presont occasion, advert to what
God has done for us as o nation and peoplo.  Wo shall not stop
to enumorato the reasons for Thanksgiving and Praiso which wo
as a stato aro called upon this day publiely to acknowledge, by
tho recommendation of its Chief Magistrato.

Wo purpose to narrow down tho field of romark to tho littlo
enclosuro whore God, in his providenco, has cast our lot; to trace
back, to the vory commencomont, tho history of this church; to
gathor up the momorials of tho past, so rapidly passing away,
that wo may seo whother theso do not furnish additional causo
for gratoful romembrance and gratoful thanksgiving,

With this objeot in view, wo shall, in tho first place, prosent in
a oonnected form all tho materials that wo have boon able to col-
loct, boaring upon tho history of this church and, in the
second plnco, wo shall glanco at somo of tho roasons, suggosted
by this history, why we shovld not forget this our Jerusalem,

L It is well known that this wholo land was sottlod by omi-
gration from différont pavts of Europe, composed mainly of thoso
who woro driven from their homos by persecuting governents,
and forcod to sock an asylum dud home in what was then a wil- .
deress, tho abodo of savage mon and savage boasts, o

They proferred exilo, and a wildornoss, and sufforing, and the
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loss of all things, to the subjeotion of their conscionco to o faith
not authorized, as they belioved, by tho word of God.

They woro of differont countrios, and languages, and namos,
and oroods, but they all sought tho samo thing,—a place whoro
they could worship God, in tho way that thoy thought right
and bost, unmolosted and without foar. )

On tho restoration of Charles II., 1660, the Prosby erians of
Seotland and Ireland wore persocutod with great vivlenco, and
multitudes fled to this land, and took rofuge in Now England,
Now York, Pennsylvania, Now Jersoy, «nd somo of tho Southern
States. 'Tho propriotors of Ponnsylvania, Dolaware, Maryland,
and New Jersoy, made amplo provision for socuring the rights
of conscionco, and tho conscquenco was, that tho first churchos
ostablishod in this country, under Presbytorian organization,
woro situated in these provinoes.

In rolation to Ponnsylvania, roligious liberty was socured by
tho following onactment: ¢ That all persons living in this pro-
vinoe, who confess and acknowlodge ono Almighty God to be
. tho oreator, upholdor, and rulor of the world, and that hold thom-
solves obligod in conscionce to livo peacoably and justly in oivil
seoioty, shall in no ways be molested or projudiced for their
roligious persuasion or practice in mattors of faith and worship, °
not shall thoy be compelied at any timo to froquent or maintain
any roligious worship, place, or ministry whatever.”

In consequenco of this liberal provision, sottlomonts began
oarly and rapidly to be formed in difforont parts of the stato.
The first Prosbyterian church in this country was organizod in
Philadolphia, about 1698, 150 years ago. Tho first presbytery,
anllod the Preshytory of Philadelphia, was organizod in 1705, and
consisted of sovon membors.

In 1717, this presbytery, numbgging sovontoon membors, was
divided into four, viz., Philadelphia, Nowoastle, Long Island, and
Snowhill, and these constituted tho first synod, called the Synod
of Philadolphia, Tho Presbytory of Snowlill nover mot, and
- most of its membors became attached to, Nowoastle,

~ About this timo the valloy of the Poqua, including the orti-

tory now covered by tho congregations of Leacock and Poqua,
began to bo sottled by emigrants from the north of Ireland,
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and still earlior, in what jg now tho southorn part of Leaoock,
by & colony of Fronch Huguonots, who, on the revocation of tho
Edict of Nantos, in tho year 1686, fled to the DPalatinato, in Gor-
many, und twonty yoars after, in consoquonco of the Fronch ir-
ruption into the Palatinato, flod to thig country, and a part of tho
colony settled in Lancastoj County, on a tract of land, most o;
which is still in possession of thejr doscondants, somo of whom
now composo & part of Loacogk church and congregation,. The
emigration from Germapy commonged about the samo timo, and

country, was Rov, David Evans, n nativo of Walos, ordained
by the Prosbytory of "P))ilndolphia, 1714, and placed over g oon-
gregation on tho Welsh Myqet, By the division of the Prosby-
tory of Philadelphia, ho beeame & ‘momber of Newoastlo Prog.
bytory; and in the year 1720—184 years ago—ho was sent by
that presbytery to tho rogion now called Ootorara, Forks of
Brandywine, and Conestogn, oxtending to Donogal and oyen be-

yond.

ground; and M, BEvans proached in various Places, in tho qif-
foront sottlements then formed.  Mr. Evans aceopted a call
to Green Vallay, giving one-fourth of his timo to Octorara, o
died, 1761, ,

July, 1724, the Prosbytory of Neweastlo sont Mr, Adam
Boyd to Nowdastlo, Uppor Ootorara, and Oonestoga, At tho
samo timo ho was commissioned to colloot g congrogation at
Poqua, and tako tho proliminary stops towards jtg organization,
Aftor this, ho porformed the samo duty at Leacock, Septem-
bor 14th, 1724, ho was called to Ootorara and Poqua. Tho com-
Missionors to yroseciito theyeall iyore Arthur Park and Corne-
lius Rowin, | -

Ho acooptod, tho call, Octobor 6th; and wag ordalned at Qoto-

Tara, October 18th, e mombors of prosbytory present on ,

tho oocasion, woro Thomas Craighead, of Whitoelay - Oreok;
Georgo Gillespio, of Hoaq of Christiana ; Honry ‘”I-Io'o_k,*of‘ijw-
yors; Thomas Eyans, of Poncador, and Aloxaiidor Hiitohoson,
of Bohomia, With his eldor, Dr, Poter Boushiello, His torritory

Tho wholo territory thus included, was doubtless missionary

A R P st . e s, o s
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covored Iorks of Brandywino, Middle Octorara, Leacock, and
Poqua ; and ho dovotod one-sixth of his time to Donegal. Do-
negal ho gave up in 1727; and Middle Octorara, in 1729, In
1781, Pequn obtained one-sixth of his time.

The territory now included in the congregation of Loacock
was at that time a part of Pequa, and called tho West Dnd.
Tho regular place of .proaching was at Pequa, with occasional
proaching at tho West End, 'Thero was at that timo no public
highway botweon the West End and Pequa, and that portion of
the congyoganon residing at tho West End performed the jour-
ney to Pequa ench Sabbath on horseback, and by what wero
called bridle-paths, and through an almost unbroken forest.

The Rov. Adam Boyd came from Ballymena, County of
Antrim, Ireland; first to Now England, where he becamo ac-
quainted wilh Rov Cotton Mathor, from whom he brought o
commondatory lottor, as well as oredentials from Ircland, to the
Noweastlo Prosbytery, into which ho was rocoived, as before
stated, 1724,  Tlo was an indofatigable and faithful pastor of Oc-
torara, Pequa, and Forks of Brandywine. Rev. Andrew Boyd
Cross, of Baltimoro, is ono of his descendants, Ho died, 1768,

Up to this timo, Pequa and Leacock were within the bounds of
Notwpastle Prosbytory. At a mecting of the Synod of Philadel-
phin, 1782, o new prosbytory was erected in the County of Lan-
caster, and called the Presbytery of Donegal. Lancaster County,
at tlmt timo, embraced n much larger extont of torritory than at
present. Tho membors composing the presbytory, as first erocted
by synod, wore Rov. Robert Orr; Rov. James Andorson, of Do-
negal; Rev. John Thompson, of Chestnut Level; Roev, Adam
Boyd, of Octorara and Pequa; and Rov. Wm., Bortram, of
‘Dorry and Paxton, .

In tho year 1729, noar six thousgnd omigy ants from the north
of Ireland, arrived in this stato, and for many years aftor, the
annual arrivals werd near twolvo thousand, A largo numbor
of thoso settled in Lanoastor and Chostor Counties, and in coun-
ties siill farthor wost. Pequa, and the immodiate vioinity of this
oliurch, wero sottlod mainly by this class of porsons,

- Sopt. bth, 1788, Rov, Thomas Cr aighead was oalled to Poqua.
Patrick Moor was the comniissioner from tho chmch. Ho ac-
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copted the call September 19th, and ho was installed January
bth, 1784, Rev. James Andorson, of Donegal, preached on the
occasion, The pastoral relation was dissolved, September 14th,
1786.

Rov. Mr. Craighead was originally from Scotland. o was
educated for a physician, but subsequently studied divinity,
and went to Ireland; where Rov. Adam Boyd married his
daughter. Ho afterwards romoved with his family to this
country, and resided for a time in New England, whero ho stood
high iw the esteem of Cotton Mather, and all who knew him.

Ho is represented as a man of singular piety and a rery faith-
ful preacher. ¢ o collected, organized, and built vp seven of
the Presbyterian churches of Lancastor County, besides sccuring
the building of their houses of worship. He used, whenever o
now preacher from Ireland or Scotland eamo over through his
influence, or one who seemed qualified for bis work, to give him
tho congregation ho had collected, and go to some othor part
and collect another.” He had two sons ministérs, one of whom
was sottled at Whiteclay Creek, and tho other, tho Rev. Alexan-
der Craighead, settled at Middle Octorara, and afterwards in
Virginia and North Carolina. |

November 10th, 1786, 118 years ago, Mr. David Alexandor,
a probationer of Nowcastle Presbytery, was sent to Pequa; that
church, through its commissioner, Mr, Alexander Davidson, having
petitioned for him. June 29th, 1787, ho was again asked for
by the congregation of Pequa. At that meoting of presbytery,
the West End of Leacock presented o potition, asking leave to
build a house of worship for themsolves.

Nothing, howover, was done at that meeting ; but, August
81st, Mr. Boyd was dircoted to conveno the peoplo on a work-
day, in order to havo o call mado for Mr, Aloxander. It was
made out in Obtober, but Leacock persisting in having a depa-
rato organization, it was laid over. Mr., Alexandor acoepted the
call, April 11th, 1788, having been promised his « lodgings for
a year.” ” ,

As Leacock failed to got the permission of presbytery for a
Boparate organization, thoy potitioned synod for relief in the
matter. By reforring to the records of synod, May 26th, 1788,
wo find the following minute :—
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«“ A supplication from a part of the congregation of Pequa was
read, desiring eithor to have somo part of the labors of Mr. David
Aloxander, till they bo judged by tho Presbytery of Donegal to
have sufficient ability to support the gospel themselves, or to be
ercoted into o congrogation and having supplies granted them.
Their offair was deferred till another year ; which we hopoe will
have & happy tendenoy to bring things to a good issue, and till
then thoy are to acquiesce in the determination of their prosby-
tery, which was approved by a great majority.”’

The next year Leacock again brought tho matter bet se synod,
In the records of synod, May 24th, 1789, there is tne following
minute: ¢ A supplication of the people of Leacock was brought
in, and aftor much discourso upon the affair, the synod appointed
a committee, to meot upon the place, and to view the circum-
stances of tho two contending congregations, and finally deter-
mine the controversy : the committeo of six to meet in Pequa, the
socond Wednesday of October next.” The committee to visit
the ground failed, only two of the number being present.

In the meantime, tho congregation took the matter in thefr
own hands, and without the consent of presbytery, or wait-
ing for the final action of synod, erected a church building, on
tho sito of the present one, which remained until the ercction
of this house of worship. Tho building was constructed of logs.

The next year the matter was again before synod. *May
28th, 1740, the affair of Leacock was resumed. Whereas a
matter of controversy between tho people of Leacock and Pequa
was appointed last synod to bo dotormined by a committee,
whioh by order of synod were to meet upon the place, and
all the mombors, excopt two that were appointed, for reasons now
given and sustained, failed of attending on said affair, so that
nothing was done in it, and the people of Leacock, yot thinking
themsolves aggrioved by the judgment of the Prosbytery of
Donogal, they now moved the synod to judge in that affair; and
aftor reading somo papors and heating all that. whs offoredin the
matter, the synod unanimously judge as follows : That inasmuch
as Leacock is a congrogation, by allowance of thoir own pres-
bytery, and the meeting-house ercoted and complained of is at o8
groat o distance from thoso of Pequn as onn conveniently accoms-
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modate them of Leacock ; that, therefore, the now ereotion of Loa-

cook shall stand, and said congregation be entitled to supplies to -

said meeting-house, from Donegal Presbytory equal to other va-
cancies within their bounds.” And thus was settled this voxed
question, and tho next year, 1741, the church was regularly or-
ganized, '

The ground of opposition on the part of Pequa to tho crection
of Leacock into a soparate congregation, is adverted to in tho
report of presbytery, after o full hearing of the comwmissioners
from Leacock in favor of, and those from Pequa in opposition to
the new erection ; when “presbytery entered on consideration
of the matter, and came to the unanimous conclusion, that all
within tho bounds of five miles, in a straight line from the pre-
sent meeting-house, shall be obliged to adhero to it; and, conse-
‘quently, that we cannot allow another meeting-house within less
than ten miles of said meeting-house, lest it should prove detri-
mental to that congregation,”

The “ supplication from the West End of Pequa congregation,"
was “for liberty to ercot a meeting-house at seven miles distanco
from theold one.” By the recommendation of prosbytery, the two
congregations made choice of * two indifferent men to be chain-
carriers in measuring said distance of ten miles,” “The con-
gregations of Pequa and Leacock have surveyed the ton miles,
according to the appointment of the presbytory before last, and
have ngreed that said ten miles is about a mile beyond the
Smith’s, whero thoy have consentably marked trecs as tho ond of
said ten miles.”” Pequa complained to presbytery, that the peo-
plo of Leacock permitted theirsupplies topreach within the pro-
soribed limits, The presbytor y having heard some complaints
against the peoplo of Leacock having their supplios within the
bounds of the aforesaid ten miles, after much discourse and rea.
soning about it, it was carried by a majority of votes, that con-
sidering the moeting of synod is now near, beforo whom the
determination of that affair Hos, they shall be allowed to moet
ag formerly till then. Tho synod took up the subjeot and “dis-
posed of it in the manner already considered, and ILeacock,
without ‘waiting for its final action, built their meoting-houso
within soven miles of Poqua. The land on which this *“meot-

L D T A e e e 8
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ing-houso” was built was purchased from Mr. John Verner,
MThe deed of conveyance was ‘“made ‘the ninth day of Feb-
ruary, 1741, between John Verner, of the township of Lea-
cock, county of Lancaster, and Martha his wife, to Georgo
Brown, John Cooper, Wm. M’Causland, and John Rees, of the
same place, trustees nominated and chose by and for the congre-
gation of the Presbyterians of Leacock.”

The lot of ground thus conveyed contained ‘‘onc acre and
fifty-seven perches, besides the allowance for the provincial road,
if the same be lnid open,” to be held by said trustees, ‘“provided
they continued in community and membership, and joined with
the society of the Presbyterians that hold to the Westminster
Confession of Faith and Dircctory.” The sum paid for the
land, was * five shillings, current money of said province of Penn-
sylvania.”

The lot was taken from a tract of land of 810 acres, pur-
chased, about the samo time, from Mr. Thomas Penn, Esq., son
of Wm. Penn, by John Vorner. Mr. Verner, who came from
the north of Ircland, resided on this land until the year 1764,
when he died, leaving seven children,—four sons and three daugh-
tors. The land was loft to two of the sons, Benjamin and John.
John, the grandfather of Rev. C. D. Cooper, rector of St. Philip’s
(Dplscopal) Church, Philadelphia, died in Albany, 1828. Ben-
jomin resided on the paternal estate until the time of his death,
Ho died November 22, 1831, aged ninety-two years, and lies in
the graveyard confocted with this ohuroh.

The homestead and part of the land owned by Benjamin Veor-
ner, is now in possession of Mr. Eli Fisher, lying to the north
of the church, and bounded on tho south by the highway, which
soparates it from the ohurch grounds. Tho cldest daughter of
Mr. John Verner, Elizaboth, married Mr, Robert Honry, of Al-
bany, in 1760; tho father of John Vorner Henry, Attorney-
General of Now York, and an eminent lawyer, who died in 1829 ;
and of Robert R. Honry, & morchant, in Albany, and for many
yoars collector of tho port of St. Mary’s, Georgia. Rov. James
V. Honry, formerly of Bedford, Now York, is a grandson of Mr.
R. Honry.

The second daughter, Mary; married Mr. Douglass, and - the
youngest daughter, Harrict, married Mr. Robert Clinch, of
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Schencotady. Tor many of the facts thus adverted to, I am in-
debted to the kindness of Rev, Richard Webster, of Mauch Chunk.
. In the snme year that this cliurch was organized (1741), oo-
ourred the great schism or division in the Presbyterian Church,
which lnsted until 1558, soventeen years. This division was not
tho result of any difforence in dootrine, but of opinion as to cer-
tain measures counceted with the great rovival of 1740, which
extended from Massachusotts to Georgin, and in which Whitfield,
Gilbert Tennent, and othors, wore prominent actors. On the
subjeot.of this great revival, the ministors of the Synod of Dhi-
ladelphin wero divided. The frionds of M. Whitfield -and the
revival regarded all who opposed it us setting themselves in op-
position to the glorious work of grace, and as encmies of God,
and uncharitably condemned them as unconverted men. The
opposers of the revival, on tho other hand, censured the kind of
preaching adopted by its friends, and the measures employed for
promoting it, They were also offended at the harsh and un-
charituble spirit with- which thoy were denounced and misre-
presented by the proachors on the other side.

The Synod of Philadolphia passed two aots, the one rolating
to itinorant preaching, and the other, to the examination of can-
didatos, by a committeo of synod ; which were, porhaps, the im-
mediate cause of the division, The Presbytery of New Bruns-
wick, composed of the Tennonts and their frionds, the friends of

Whitfield and the revival, openly sot at defiance theso two nots -

of synod. They rofused to consent that their candidates should
bo oxamined by the committeo of synod; and they persisted in
sending thoir membors to preach within the bounds of other con-
gregations connccted with the synod, without the consent of the
pastors, The result was, that when tho synod mot in 1741, the
Presbytery of New Brunswick was exoluded from it, without form
or trial, | -
The Presbytery of Now York labored for somo yoars to effect
a rounion, but failing in that, that Presbytory withdrew from
the synod, and, in 1745, united with the Prosbytery of Now
Brunswick, Tho division was then comiplote, The Prosbytories
of Donegal and Newoastle romained with the Synod of Phila-
delphia, which was called the Old Side synod. - But there wero



16

somo. ministers and churches -connected with the Presbyteries of
Donegal and Newecastle, that sympathized with the Presbytery
of New DBrunswick, and these were formed into a now presby-
tery, called the Presbytery of Newcastle; so that there were
two Presbyteries of Newcastle, during the division. These
three presbyteries, New York, New Brunswick, and Newecastle
2d, were constituted into & new synod, called the Synod of New
York, and known as the New Side synod, which first met Septem-
ber 19th, 1745. Pequa and Leacock joined tho New Side, and
soparated from the Presbytery of Donegal, and joined New-
castle 2d, as did also their pastor, Rev. Mr. Alexander, ¢ who
warmly espoused the New Side, protested against the synod's deci-
sion in relation to candidates, set at naught their rule about in-
trusion, and finally, December 29th, 1740, he was suspended, for
despising the authority lodged by Christ in his judiocatories.
He, however, sat in synod, in May, 1741, and withdrew on the
exolusion of the Brunswick brethren; and in August, 1742, was
sent to tho Great Valley, on account of tho great necessity there.
Subsoquently he is not mentioned.”

After the organization of this church, in 1741, tho congrega-
tion obtained occasional supplies, until October 9th, 1760, when
Pequa and Luacock united in o call for Rov. Robert Smith, who
was ordained and installed over those ohurches, March 25th,
1761 ; 103 years ago. | |

Rev. Robert Smith was born in Londonderry, Ireland, 1728,
and came with his parents in boyhood to America, and settled
at the head of the Brundywine. At the age of fifteen, ho was
converted, under the preaching of Whitfield,-on his first visit to
this country. Ho studied with Rev. Samuel Blair, at Fagg's
Manor. He made the following ontrics in his Biblo: «“December
97th, 1749, T was licensed to preach tho gospel (by the New Side
Presbytery of Nowcastle). May 22d, 1760, I was married to
Miss Betsoy Blair (daughter of Rev. 8. Blair, his teacher).
October 9th, 1760, I accopted a call from Pequa and Leacock.
March 26th, 1751, I was ordained and installed in Pequa and
Loacock. - October 9th, 1769, my labors wera confined to Poqua.
March 16th, 17561, on Saturday, at 10 o’clock P.M., my son
Samuel was born: Asked of God; 1 Sam. 1: 20; baptized
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by the Rev. Samuel Finloy. May 10th, 1752, on Sabbath, at 10
o’clock, p.a., my son Willlam was born: Deus el benedical;
baptized by the Rev. Androw Sterling (of Octorara), January
18th, 1754, my son Ebenezer was born, on Friday, at 4 o’clock,
P.M.: Tho stone of help; 1 Sam. 7 : 12; baptized by the
Rev. John Blair. June 12th, 1756, on Saturday, at 4% o'clock,
A.M., my son John was born: Gracious ; may his nature answer
to his name : baptized by Mr. John Blair. Monday, July 24th,
1758, my daughter Nuncy was born, at 5 a.n. : Agnes, chaste;
may her nature answor to her name: baptized by Mr. John
Blair. Depaited this life, in triumph, June 24th, 1788, Mon-
day, August 10th, 1761, my son Robert was born, at 10 o’clock,
P.M. Strong, or famous, in council ;  baptized by Mr. John
Blair.  April 18th, 1764, my son Tsano was born, on Friday, at
6 o’clock, P.M.: A son of promise; baptized by Mr. John Blair,
A very promising child, lived like an hoir of promise, and was
drowned, August 24th, 1770, at 10 o’clock, A.ar, On TI'riday,
February 19th, 1777, at 4 o'clock, P.)., my wife Elizabeth do-

parted this life in"peaco, as sho had lived, On Monday, Docomber |

18th, 1779, I was married to Mrs. Sarah Ramsey (she was the

widow of ‘the Rov, Wm. Ramsey, of Fairfield, Now Jersey),

She was a native of Cohansey, of tho name of Sealy ; hor sisters
were married to Dr. Jonathan Elmer, and Gen. Ebenczor Elmer.
Octobor 15th, 1780, Wednesday, at 6 o’clock, A.M., my daughtor
Elizaboth Sarsh was born. Baptized by Dr, George Duffiold.”

Dr. Smith was not only an eminent divine, but-a successful {n-
structor. For many years he had chargo of & olassical and theo-
logical school, of a vory high chaiactor, One of his sons, Rov.
Samuel Statihope Smith, was first Prosident of Hampden Sidney
College, Va., and afterwards successor of Dr, Witherspoon, as
Prosident of Piinooton Collego. Anothor son, Rov., Jolin Blair
Smith, succeedod his brothor as Prosident of Hampden Sidney
Collego; and afterwards becamo tho first Prosident of Union
Oolloge, Schencctady, Netw York, where ho died. Dr. Smith
Joined tho New Side, and on the union of tho Old and New Side
“Presbyteries of Nowoastle, he proached the sermon, whioh was
published, with the title of “ A Wheel in the Middle of & Wheé),
or the Harmony and Conneotion of the various Acts of Divine

P A bt e i
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Providence.” In 1758, a reunion was cffeoted betweon the Synods
of New York and Philadelphia, and they were united in one,
called “The Synod of New York and Philadelphin."; In May,
1759, the Rev. Messrs. Sumson Smith, Robert Smith, John
Roan, and John Hogge, wero added to tho Presbytery of Do-
negal, and the First and Second Presbyteries of Newcastlo
were united in one, 8o that Pequa and Leacock were again attached
to Donegal Presbytery.

Dr. Smith was tho second moderator of the General Assembly,
1790, and preached the opening sermon the next year, 1791,
from Isainh 62: 8, “I have set watchmen.,” His ministry
closed only with his‘llfe Ho died, April 16th, 1793 in the Tlst
year of his age, and lies in the graveyard connocted with Pequa
Church, over which he had been pastor for 42 years,

It was whilst Dr. Smith was pastor of this church that the
building in which we now worship was erected. It was built on
tho site of the former log church, and from all that we can gather,
it was comploted and opened for pubho gervice in the year 1764,
or 100 years ago. From the year 17569, when Dr. Smith resigned
the charge of Leacock, until 1769, the congregation was vacant,
witli tho exception of occasional supplics. In that year a call
was made for Mr. John Woodhull, a licentiate of Newoastle
Presbytery, which he accepted. August 16th, 1769, ho was dis-
missed from Newcastlo Presbytery to join that of Doncgal,
the commissioner from Leacock, Henry Slaymaker, promising to
make good £90 for two-thirds of his time, and the commissioner
from Lanoastor, £40 for the remaining one-third. The Presby-

“tery of Donegal met, July 81, 1770, at Lancaster, to receive Mr.
‘Woodhull, and the next day, August 1st, it met at Leucock, to
ordain and install him pastor over this church, Rev. Josoph
Montgomery preached the sermon, Rov. Robert Smith presided,
and Rev, Alexander M’Dowoll, of Nottingham, gave the Charges
to the pastor and congregation. The year that Mr. Woodhull
took the charge of this congregation, he purchased, of Mr. David
Orner, 188 aores of land, on which he built o large, substantial,
convenient, and for that duy an elegant house, in which he ro-
sided until his vemoval from tho congrogation. Ho then sold it

to Mr, William Portor, who in turn disposed of it to his son,
2
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James Portor, and he, to his brother-in-law, Capt, John Stacle,
who resided on it until his death, which took placo Oct., 1858.
"Capt. Steolo, in all the improvements and additions that he mado
to the houso showed (as wo think) a commendablo tastound judg-
ment-in leaving unaltored the part built by Mr. Woodhull. Tt
remains now as when built and ocoupied by him, and is still in
possession of Mrs, Steele, widow of Capt. Steclo,

In 1779, Mr. Woothull asked to be dismissed from Leacock
ond Lanoastor churches. Tho reasons assigned by him wero,
that tho numbers were so small, and that there was no pros-
pect of building up & congregation, and that ho had a call to a
congrogation in New Jersey, whero his means of usefulness
would bo increased. Tho congregation replied by their commis-
sionor, Henry Slaymaker, that their numbors wero increasing,
and “offered £300 por annum for two-thirds of his timo during
the depreciation of tho currency, and would rise and fall with the
times.” - Lancaster joined with Leacock in the petition against
his removal, and for one-third of his time. ,

Ho persisted, ho\‘{'ever, in his request, and was accordingly dis-
missed, and aceepted of a call to Freohold (Monmouth Co, N. J.),
as successor to tho celebrated Rov. Willinm Tennent. During his -
residenco hero, ho lost an infant son, named John, who died
July 10th, 1776, and was buried in tho yard of this chureh. In
the year 1770, the yoar after Mr., Woodhull was ordained over
this church, Loacock and Lancaster presonted o petition to
synod, asking to bo sct off from the Presbytory of Donegal, and
to bo put undor the caro of tho Noweastlo Presbytory, which
was granted, and the Presbytory of Nowcastlo was ordered to
tako tho caro of the congregation for the future, so that Mr.
Woodhull was dismissed by Nowoastle Presbytory, . -

As Mr, Woodhull, for many years, occupied o prominent- po-
sition in the Presbyterian Church, a more full and satisfactory
account of him may not be tninteresting to this congrogation,
over which he presided for ton yoars. For many ihteresting
facts conneocted with tho history of Mr, Woodlull, I am indebted
to tho kindness of Rov. Dr, John M'Dowoll, of Philadelphia, and
to o sormon proached at the funeral of Mr. Woodhiill, by Rov,
J. V. Brown, of New Jerssy. Dr. M'Dowoell was a student of
Mr. Woodhull's, and resided in his family two yoars, from 1802



19

to '4, and was for many years intimately associated with him
in coolesiastical and other bodies.

Johin Woodhull was born in Suffolk Co., Long Island, N, Y.,
January 26th, 1744, ¢ Ho was descended,” writes Dr. M'Dow-
oll, ¢ from a long line of illustrious ancestors. I have seon in
the family Bible a list of his ancestors from William the Conqueror,
in the year 1066, His great ancestor at tho head of the list
was & nobleman, n baron, orcated, I think, by William.”

Ho prepared for college in a grammar school, under the care
of the Rev. Caleb Smith, at what was then called Newark Moun-
tains, now Orange, New Jersey. IIo graduated at Princeton Col-
loge, Septomber, 1766, under the presidency of Dr. Samuel
Finley. Whilst Mr, Woodhull was in college, thore was a great
rovival of religion, of which he became & subject, and before ho
graduated, ho mado a public profession of religion in the church
of Princeton. As soon as ho gradunted ho went to Fagg's Manor,
and studied divinity under Rov. John Blair. Whilst thus en-
gagod, ho was strongly solicited by some pious young men, who
had been his classmatos in college, and who were from New
England, to come over and study with them, under the direction
of an‘eminent divine of that rogion, alleging that they enjoyed
thore suporior light. They pressed tho invitation so urgently
that ho resolved to leave where he was, and went home to obtain
his fathor's approbation. Iaving secured this, ho made his ar-
rangoments and set the time for his doparture from Long Island.

On the morning that ho was to leave;he awoko, ho thought, as
well as usual, and sprang out of bod ; but'in attempting to dress,
ho found himself unable to stand. He'made a second and third
effort in vain, and was forced to lie down, when he was seizod
_with an alarming fever, which confined him thero many weeks ;

his rocovery was very slow. This dispensation of Providence
ho ¢onsidered of great-importance, as matorially influencing the
whole course of his future-life. He returned to Mt. Blair, and
finished his probationary studies, and was liéensed to preach the
gospel by Noweastlo Prosbytery, August 10th, 1769, -

Ho proached as o licentiato in various places, with much ac-
oeptance and success, so nuich 8o that ho thought his preaching
while a licentiate was moro romarkably and vigibly blessod than
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it had over been since. On one ocoasion o great awakening
. ‘took place in an ovening meoting, ot the houso of Mr. John Love,
a pious Scotchman of Fagg's Manor, where Br. Woodhull
preached very unexpectedly.  About sixty persons of those
present became pious, and most of them wore young.’ Mr.
Woodhull had several calls for settlement, and of these ho finally
accepted the one from Leacock. In 1772, he married Miss
Sarah Spafford, of Philadelphia, ¢ An oxcellent woman,’’ writes
Dr. M'Dowell, ¢“whom I knew well, and with whom he lived
more than fifty years.’ In 1779, he removed to Freohold,
where he continued until his death. In the year 1798, he re-
ceived tho dogree of D.D. from Yale College, « g distinction that
was raroly conferred at that day, and move rarely perhaps by
Yale than any other college in our country.”

Dr. Woodhull had six children, Ono named John died in
infancy, July 10th, 1776, as we have already mentioned, An-
other son, Wm, Henry, trained. to mercantiloe business in Now
York, pious and very promising, diod, 1798, of yollow fovor, in
his 20th yoar. Ilis romaining children wore ¢ Rov. Geo. S. Wood-
hull, o very respectable ministor, first settled at Oranborry, New
Jersey, and aftorward at Drinceton; he died, 1884." A
daughter Sarah, who married a Mujor IForman, of Mississippi,
and died soon after. Dr. Gilbort T. Woodhull, “a respectal !
physioian,” in Frechold, who has been dead somo years, and Dr.

‘John T, Woodhull, also a physician, who is still living at Froo-
hold, “ and o very worthy man.” |
~ Dr. Woodhull was 80 yoars cld, nar 81, whon ho died, whioh
evont took placo December 22d, 1824, at Freohold, whore ho was
buried, He died with a very ghort sickness, and retained his
vigor of body and mind to the last, o

Tlo spring provious to his death ho attonded the annivorsary
of the American Bible Society, and was ono of the speakors on
that ocoasion. Dr. M’Dowell, who was presont, and heard him, says
« thatho attracted tho marked attontion of the audienco. Hospoko
with an clevation of voico and distinctness and oarnestness that
surptised tho audienco, and it was tho most popular speech made
on that occasion.” 1o was a trusteo of Princeton College from

tho year 1780 until his death, 44 years; and nlso o direotor of
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the Theological Seminary of Princeton fro‘m‘its~c6mmenc‘emc'ht,'

or soon after, until his death, and most of the time' Vide-President
of ‘the Board. Provious to the establishiment of the Thoological
Seminary at Princeton, many young men pursued their theo-
logical studies under his direction.

As a preacher, he is aald to huve been very popular, 8o popu-
lar, that some congregations around Frochold continued vacant
for years, satisfied with a quarterly or half-yoarly visit from him.
Ho was an extempore preacher, anid soldom, if over, wrote his
goermons,  Ilis matter was plain and instructive, his manner and
voice very attractive, and ho was remarkable for his punctuality ;
always in his place ot the time appointed. ¢He was a man of
very fine appearance, about six feet high, erect to the last, very
dignified in his appearance, and at the same time of an. attrac-
tive benignity in his countenance and manners.’”

As an evidenco of -his high standing in the ostimation of the
Church, he was tho last Moderator of the Synod of New York

and Philadelphis, 1788, and the third Modorator of the General

Assembly ; Dr. John Rogors, of New York, being tho first, Dr.
Robort Sniith, of Pequa, the second, and Dr, John Woodhull,
of Frechold, the third.

Tt was probably the same year that My. Woodhull was ordained
and installed over this chureh, that the Rov. George Whitfield, in

one of his tours through the state, prenched at Poqua and Leacock.

Mr. Amos Slaymakor, who died in 18817, at the ago of eighty-
threo, often spoko of his riding behind his father, on horseback,
to hear Mr. Whitfield preach. Ho was at thotimo o lad of proba-
bly 16 or 16 yoars of age; and there can be but littlo doubt thas
Mr. Whitfield has reforence to this tour, in the following extract
from his journal: ¢ Philadelplita, Juno 1dth, 1770. This leaves

o, just roturned from ono hundred and fifty miles’ cirouit, in

whioh, blessed bo God, I have boon onabled to preach every day.

So many new as well as old doors are open; and 80 many invita-

{ions sont from various quarters, that I know not which way to

turh myself.” - -

~In 1780, Leacook formed & union with ‘Middle Ootorara.
Ooctobor 80th, of the samo yony, Leacock, Octorara, and Lanocas-

“tor, unitod in a call for Mr. Nathaniol Welshard Semple, o licen-
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tiate of the Presbytery of Newcastlo. Rev. Robert Smith, of
Pequa, moderated the call at Leacock, and Rev, James Latta,
" D.D., of Chestnut Level, at Middle Octorara, This call M.
' Semplo nccopted, August, 1781, Presbytery appointed the
second Tuesday of December, of the samo year, to meot at Iiea-
cock to ordain and install Mr, Semple, and also appointed Rev.
Wm. Smith to preach the sermon, Rev. James Finloy to pre-
sido, and Rev. Robert Smith to give the Charges to the pastor
and congregation.

Rov. Mr. Semplo was born at Peach Bottom, York County,
Pennsylvama, 1762, His | gr andparents came from Ireland, and
settled in the place where he was born. He pursued his acade-
mical studies under the direction of Rev. Robert Smith, of Pequa,
and graduated at Princeton College, 1776, Ho studied theology
with the Rev. Mr, Foster, of Upper Octorara, and was licensed
by Newcastle Presbytory, 1779. Whilst o licontiate, he sup-
plied the church at St. George’s, Delaware, for six months, and
at the expiration of that timo he received a call to becomo the
pastor, which he declined. About the same time, he received o
call to this church, in conneotion with Lancaster and Middle Oc-
torara, which he accopted. His pastoral relation to these churches
was continued through the long period of forty years, and was
dissolved by prosbytery at a meeting hold at Lancaster, Septom-
ber 26th, 1821, He died, at Strasburg, August 26th, 1884, aged
88 yoars, and his sepul¢lire is with us to this day. Mr, Semple
kept no record of the doings of the session, and consequently
much valuablo material connocted with the wolfare and history
of the church, and that would be of great interest to us now, has
perished.

Mr. Semple is said to havo boen a vory intoresting and - popu-
lar preacher, with a strong, full, and melodious voice. Rev, Dr.
Samuel Martin, of Chancoford, In a lotter to Rev. A, B. Oross,
says: “ Ho was 4 popular prenohor 5 corpulont ; very few men ap-
poared to botter advantage in the pulpit, His voico was volumi-
nous, and very harmonious, his fancy was quite abundant, and
truth flowed from his lips in very winning forms. He was not
punctual in family visitiig, but was much loved, and was heard

by many with pleasure and. profit,”
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A number of young mon: pursued thoir theological studies
under his direction, who afterwards became eminent and use-
ful ministers. Among the number wore Rov. Stuart William-
aon, settled at Snowhill; Rev. James M’'Graw, D.D., settled
at Nottingham; Rev. Dr. Paxton, sottled at Marsh Oroek,
Adams Co. ; Rov. John Patterson, settled in Washington, North-
umberland Co, ; Rev. John Coulter, of Tuscarora, Pennsylvania;
Rev. John B. Slemmons, Eastern Shoro, Maryland ; Rev. Robert
Kennedy, of Welsh Run, Franklin Co. ; Rov. Dr. Francis Her-
ron, of Pittsburg; and Rev. Charles ‘Cummins, D.D., settled
first at Chestnut Level, and afterwards at Florida, Orange Co.,
New York, where he preached upwards of forty years. Two
years since he loft that place, and is now residing at Muscatine,
Towa. IIo and Dr. Herron aro the only survivors of that littlo
band of studonts, and they too must soon follow their departed
associates to their last resting-place. Two years ago, as you will
all reoollect, Dr. Cummins, then verging on to fourscore, revi-
sited this church, on a sacramental Sabbath, and preached to us
on that occasion with the enorgy and strength of former days.
Tifty yoars before, thon a young man, and student of theology,
ho attended this chureh, and listoned to the word of life from
the lips of his vencrated instruotor. What a change sinco that
timo did ho witness ! That instructor had long since been gathored
_ to his fathers. That little band of young men, aftor having
gerved their genoration, had, by the will of God, with a single
exoeption, fallen asleep. The generation that then worshipped
God in this sanctuary had, with a fow solitary oxcoptions, passed
away, and another generation, which he know not, had risen up to
tako its place. | . :

Tn 1786, the Prosbytery of Donegal was divided into two presby-
tories; ono oalled the Presbytory of Baltimore, and the other the
Proshytery of Carlisle; and from this timo, the.old Proesbytery
of Donegal ceased to exist. In tho yoar 1787, tho congregation
of Leacock was incorporated, by act of tho General Assembly, at
Philadolphin, March 10th, 1787, two yoars after tho incorpora-
tion of Pequa. Rov. N. W. Semplo, James Mercer, John Craig,
John Slaymaker, Goorge M'Ilvaino, Honry Slaymaker, Jr.,
William Porter, Wm. Orayton, andJames Cooper, membors of
sald congregation, were by said act constituted the first trustees.
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The last mooting of the Synod of Now York and Philadolphia
was held at Philadelphia, May, 1788, Rov.J. Woodhull, mode-
rator ; synod then divided itself into four, viz.,, New York and
Now Jorsoy, Philadelphia, Virginia, and Carolinas. - Theso ro-
solved to constitute o Genoral Assembly, to bd held in the Second
Presbyterian Ohurch, Philadelphia, the third Thursday of May,
1789, Dr.-J. Witherspoon, or, in his absence, Dr. John Rogors,
was appointed to open tho Assembly with a sermon, and presido
until & new moderator be chosen.

Aftor tho resignation of Mr, Semple, the conncotion of this
ohureh with’ Lancastor was dissolved, and Lencock and Middle
Octorara united in a oall for the pastoral servicos of Rov. Joseph
Barr, at the timo residing in Norristown ; Rov. Amzi Babbit,
of Pequa, moderated tho call,

At a mooting of the Presbytery of Neweastlo, hold at Middlo
Ootorara, April 2d, 1823, this call was put into the hands of
Mr. Barr, and by him accepted, and on the Gth of May, fol-
lowing, ho was installed pastor: sormon, by Rov. James Latta,
of Upper Odtorara; charge to the pastor and people, by Rov,
Robert Grahum, of New London Crossroads. Mr. Barr con-
tiriued the pastor of this churoh until April, 1846, when ho was
dismissed, and romoved to Nowark, Del,, to take charge of tho
churches of Ifead of Christiana and Nowark,

Rov. Joseph Barr was born, Decomber, 1791, noar Nowoastle,
Dol;, and at tho agoe of sevontoon unitod with tho Presbytorian
church in Nowoastlo, under the pssicral caro of Rov. John E.
Iatta. Ho graduated at tha Taiversity of Ponnsylvania ; studied
theology under the pastoral supervision of his pastor, Mr. Latta,
and Rev. Dr. James P. Wilson, of tho TFirst Presbytorian
Ohurch, Philadolpliia, o was liconsed’ to proach tho gospol
by tho Prosbytory of Newoastlo, Octobor, 1812, and shortly
“aftor was sent as an itinorant, for six menths, in the neighborhood
of Dover, Dolaware, - Inthe fall of 1818, ho received a unani-
nious call to tho churchos of Norriton and Providence, Mont-
gomory Courity, Ponnsylvania; which ho gocoptod, proaching altor-
nately on Sabbath morning at each place, and at the'Academy at
Norriatown in tho aftetnoon, Assisted by some fanillies in and
around the town, hesucoecded in'building o brick ohutoh in Norris-
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town, which was dediented in tho winter of 1816, In this church
ho pronchod statedly until his-vomoval from the place in 1828, In
1817, ho removed to Norristown, and took charge of the Academy
in that village. But finding his health giving way under the doublo
duty of preaching and teaching, ho was induced to mako a visit
to Lancaster -County in tho spring of 1828, at which time he
rocoived and acoepted o call to the vaoant ohurches of Leacock
and Middle Octorara. |

In 1842, ho was attacked by discase, that 1aid the foundation
for much futuro suffering, and ultimatoly of his donth, In 1844
or b, he gavo up Middle Octorara, and confined his time entiroly
to Leacock. At n mooting of Donegal Presbytery, held at
Mario:ta, April, 1846, he rosigned tho chargoe of Leacock, and
was dismissed to tho Prosbytory of Nowonstle. Mr, Thomas S.
Woods was tho commissioner from Leacook to presbytery. The
samo spring Mr, Barr’ removed to Delaware, to take chargo of the
ohurches of Head of Christiana and Nowark., TFor the first two
years his labors woro confined to these ohurches; afterwards
thoy wore sonfined mainly to Head of Ohristiana and Whiteclay
Orock. o resigned tho charge of those churches in the autumn
of 1858, His health continued to deoline, and May 24th, 1864,
ho died, at thohouse of his sistors, in Wilmington, and was buried
at Wliteolay Crook. . ' -

Mr. Barr was gifted naturally with o strong, oloar, vigorous
mind, ond was an improssive proachor. For moro than forty
yoors ho was o faithfal laboror in the vinoyard of tho Mastor,
“nd hos loft behind him many sonls of his ministry. In the
troubles and difficultics that resulted in the division of the Pres-
byterian Church, his sympathios woro with the minority, though
" nono over questionod tho goundnoss of his theological viows, or

his attachment to the Presbytorian Church, :

Duiring his ministry of twonty-threo yoars in this place, thore
woro added, on examination, 926, and by ocortificato from othor
ohurohes 47, making o total of 27 9, being an averago of noarly
twolvo for each year, Of his success in Middle Octorara I have
no knowledge. . |

- Ono of tho number added to this ohuroh duting his ministry,
was Mr, John Leawan, admitted o membor Soptember 20th,
1882, He pursuod his olassical studics at Prinocton, but in
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wards pursued o rogular course of modioino, and graduated at tho
Jefferson Medionl Collogo, March 11th, 1887, and for sovoral
years practised medioino in the bounds of this congrogation, °
- Soptombor 21st, 1847, he was liconsed, by thoAProsbytory of
Donogal, to proach the gospol.  From April to November, 1848,

ho proached in the Presbytorian Churoh of Annapolis, Maryland,

April 1st, 1849, ho commenced his labors in Cedar Grove con-
gregation, and Ootoboy 81st, 1849, ho was ordained and installeq

pastor of that churoh, with whicl ho is still conneoted, and an

interesting higtory of which ho has-published.

In tho year 1842, the Presbytory of Noweastlo wag dividod,
by the Synod of Philadelphia, into two prosbyteries, the one
rotaining the namo of Nowoastlo, and the othor called Donogal,
Tho territory of Donegal includes the countios of Lancastor and
York, with the addition of one congrogation from Chostoy County,
and one from Maryland; of courso this congrogation bocamo o
part of Donegal Prosbytory, ,‘

For the bottor accommodation of tho wholo congrogation, a now
church building was erooted, in tho year 1840, in the villngo of
Paradiso, two miles to the south of thig church, on the Philadol-
Phia and Lancnster turnpike. Both ohuroles aro undor the
samo board of trustoos, and publio worship is held altornatoly in
tho old and new chureh, Tho now ohureh building was com- .
monoed in tho spring of 1840, and was dedieatod tho following
Novombor, at which timo Rov. Alfrod Novin, thon pastor of
Codar Grovo Ohurch, now of the Second Prosbytorian Churoh of
Lanoastor, proached the dedication sormon. The building oom-«
mittoo woro Jamos P, M'Tlvatno, Robort M'Tlvaine, Philip Fostor,
Josoph 8, Lofovro, and John 0, Lofovro, . -

As no sossional records wero kopt prior to Mr. Bart's on.
nootion with tho churoh, it g impossiblo to ascortain the timo of
the olootion and ordination of oldors boforo that time, Tho fivst

oldor of whom wo haye fny rocord was Honry Slaymaker, whose
fathor omigrated from Germany, 1710, Ho was tho commissjonep
to prosecuto tho call for My, Woodhull, 1769, and dlso the com.
missionor from Loacook to opposo tho dismission of Mr, Wood.
hully in 1779, Ho wag tho fathep of Honry Slaymakor, Jr., also
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oldor of Lenoock, and of Amos Slaymakor, afterwards older of
Pequa, and grandfather of Honry F. Slaymaker, now ono of the
oldors of Bellevuo, He lived on tho place now owned and ocoupied
by Mr, Potor J, Eckort, and died, September 25th, 1785, aged 51
yoars; and was buried at Louuock Assooiated with lilm as an
older was Col. Jamos Morcor ; they woroalso associnted togother
in tho sorvico of the Colonios, in the war of the Rovolution, as
woll as in tho affairs of the church, Col. Morcor lived and -
died on tho placo adjoining tho farms of Honry and Goorge L.
Eckort, and was buried at Leacook. There is no rocord of the
timo of his death.. Tho eldors, as far as wo have beon able to
asoortain, during tho timo of Mr. Semplo’s pastorate, were the
following: John Oraig, Esq.,, who lived and died on the
placo now ownod by Mooro Connell, Esq.; buried at Leacook.
Henry Slaymakeor, Jr., son of Honry Slaymaker, before re-
ferred to ; ho died at La‘ncnstm',' and was buried thero, in the
Presbyterian gravoyard. Daniel Slaymaker, lived and died on
tho placo now ocoupied by Wm. Lokert; buried at Loacock.
Goorgo M'Ilvaine, for forty years an eldér, and often a repre-
sentativo to tho Presbytory of Noweastle, and frequently to the
Genoral Assembly; died Soptombet 16th, 1807, aged 66 yoars,
Ho lived on tho placo now in possession of Thomas M'Ilvaine
and the heirs of George D. M'Ilvaine (who died Septombor 28th,
1840) ; 'buried at Leacock. John Slaymaker, lived and died
on tho place now in possession of John Slaymaker. W, Slay-
maker, lived on the placo now in tho possession of his grandson,
Nathuniol E. Slaymakor, Esq. IIe died Iobruary 20th, 1826,
agod 66. yoars ; buried at Loncook. - Robert M'Ilvaine, lived and
died on the property now in possession of his son Robort. He
was born, June 6th, 1769, and died, March 17th, 1826, aged 66
yoars ; buried at Loacock. James Whitohill livod and died at
Strasburg ; buried at Leacock. Wm, M’ Causlnnd Tived and died
on tho. proporty now in posscssion of Daniel M'Killeps. Ho
died Novombor, 1821, aged 65 years, and was buried at Leacook.
Ggorge Duffield, son of Rev. Georgoe Duffield, D.D., of Pine Stroet,
Philadolphia, and father of Rev. Goorge Duffield, of Dotroit.
Dioed and was buried at New London Qrossroads.  Dr. Wm. B,



28

Duffiold (fathor of tho lato Dr. Samuel Diffiold, who lived and died
at Salisbury, February 24th, 1868), removed to Philadelphia, and
was forseveral years an clder in Pine Stroet Church, died in Phila-
delphia, and was buried in Pine Stroot graveyard. Samuol Slay-
makor, died in Lanoaster, and was most probably buried there.
Oaptain John Slaymaker, who is still living, at-the advanced ago
of 88, and in tho possession of his faculties to o remarkablo de-
“groo.  Nathaniol Watson, lived on the placo still in possession
of his hoirs. Ho died, Septembor Tth, 1818, in the 484 year of
his age; buried at Loacock. In addition to those wo may mon-
tion Mr. Awmos Slaymaker. He was an older of Poqua ; but for
many years beforo his death he attonded Lencock altogother,
and officinted as an older, and was very frequently sent as the
commissioner to tho Prosbytory, Synod, and Genoral Assombly,
Ho died at the residenco of his son, H. I, Slaymaker, Bsq., at
Salisbury, June, 1887, aged 88 ; buried at Leacock,

December, 84, 18286, the following elders wero olooted, viz. :
Mooro Connell, Esq., James Johnson, David Storling, and Dr.
Nathaniol W. Samplo, son of tho former pastor of this chureh.
M. Johnson, s man of great Chiristian liberality and devotod pioty,
died in 1888. Mr. Sterling, anothor vory valuible momber of
session, removed from the bounds of the congregation, in the yoar

1889, into Cumberland County, whoro ho died.

- Tho sossion at the prosont time consists of Captain John Slay--
maker, Dr. N, W. Sample, and Mooro Connoll, Esq. In ¢on.
neotlon with theso should bo mentioned the name of Mr. James
Buyors. Ho was for many yoars a most valued and useful membor
ond oldor of Poqua Church, Tho last fow years of his lifo, he
rosided at Soudorsburg, within tho bounds of this congrogation,
and connected himself with this church. Hbo offiolatod as an
oldor from the timo ho romoved to Soudersburg, until his death,
which took placo March 80th, 1862, e was buried in the
grovoyard conneoted with- tho now bullding in Paradise. Ilis
Christian life was o most beautiful and instrustive one, and fow
mon ovor sooured moro ontirely the confidenee of the wholo com-
munity. o ) |

The presont sossion aro o lnk donnooting ‘the presont gonora-
tion with the past. Ono of tho numbor hus alroudy passed tho
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boundary of fourscore years; and the remaining two have
ronched thelr throescore years and ten. Soon must thoy bo
gathered to thoir fathors. God grant that thoy may come to
their graves “in o full age, like as a shook of corn cometh in his
scason.” ““And now, also, when old and grayheaded, 0 God,
forsake them not, until thoy have showed thy strength unto this
generation, and thy power to ovory ono that is to como,”’

The ancestors of these clders wero from tho north of Ireland,
and Germany, and sottled very carly on the soil that is stilly with
few oxcoptions, in possession of their descondants,

, _

Your present pastor first united himself with the Presbyterian
Churoh of Florida, Orango County, Now York, of which Rev,
Charles Cummins, D.D., was pastor, o had just comploted &
medical courso, and was at the time engaged in practice in con-
neotion with Dr. Samuel 8. Seward, father of the Hon. Wm, H.
‘Soward, formorly Governor of Now York, and now of tho United
States Senate.

Immodiately on his connootion with the chureh, he relinquished
the practice of modicine, and ontered La Fayotto Collogo, Iias-
ton, then undor the Presidonoy of Rov. Goorgo Junkin, D.D.,
whore ho spent his freshman yoar; at tho oloso of this, ho
entered Union Colloge, Sohencotady, Now York, and graduated
in 1887. Ilo was licensod by tho Presbytery of Nowenstlo, and
ordained and installed by tho samo presbytory ovor the Church
of Bollovue, Lancaster County, May, 1889 The Rev. Aloxan-
der Morrison, of Contsvillo, presided, Rov. Alfred Huinlton, of
Fagg's Manor,. proached the sermon, Rov. W. W. Latta, of
Waynosburg, gavo tho Chargo to the pastor, and Rov. John H.
Symmos, of Columbla, gave the Charge to the cougregation. Up
to that time the Church of Bollevue, which was organized in 1882,

‘had beon supplied in part by presbytery. When Leacook booamo
vacant by tho resignation of Mr. Barr, tho pastor of Bellovuo
was invited to supply this pulpit for six months, in connoe-
tion with Bollovuo, preaching overy altornato Sabbath at Lea-
cock and Bollovae. This ho did, commoneing with tho first
Sabbath of May, 1846, At a meoting of Lenoock congregation,
hold in Septembor following, o onll in due form was mado out
for half his timo (Bollovuo to rolinquish half in favor of Loo-
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cock), and tho call, moderated by Rev. John Wallace, of Poqua,
and signed by theo following porsons, N, ., Sample, John Slay-
makor, John Steolo, John O, Lofovro, Thomas Woods, J. P, M[]-
vaine, Mooro Connoll, Philip Fostor, Nathaniol E, Slaymakor,
was presented to prosbytory, at Pequa, in September,
through the commissionors from Leacook, Dr, N. W, Samplo
and Thomas S, Woods, and he having acoepted the call, Novom-
bor 4th, 1846, was the timo appointed for his installation. On
that day tho installation sorvioes wore porformed in tho ohurch
in Paradiso. Rov. T, M, Boggs, of Mariotta, prosided ; Roy.,
Roger Owen, of “Columbia, proached fyom Philippians 2 ; 16;
Rev. 8. M'Nair, of Middlo Ootorara, gavo the Chargo to the pas-
tor, and Rov. John Wallaco, of Poqua, tho Chargo to the pooplo,

Qotobor Gth, 1848, James Coopor, originally from Iroland,
deoonsed, and by will lof; §200 for tho bonefit of thig church,
During the wintor following important improvemonts woro made
in the intorior of the chureh, contributing matorially to its ap.
pearanco and comfort, whilst at tho same timo tho seats whoro
80 many generations sat and listonod to the words of lifo, and
tho pulpit from whiéh the gospel has boon proolaimed for a con.
tury, havo been rotained, The churoh, as improved, was oponed
for publio worship tho fourth Sabbath of May, 1849, on whioh
000asion o sermon was preachou by Rov, Wm, Timlow, of Now
York, fathor of tho pastor, and followed by tho administration
of the Lord’s Suppor. | -

During tho oight years that your pastor has had chargo of
tho united churches, there have boon added to the communion of
Lonoock, 87, and Bollovuo, 68; tho two, 140, avoraging a littlo
moro than 17 for cach yoar, Numbor of familios in tho two,
140 ; mombors, 260; Sabbaih sohools, 8; soholars, over 200,
Tho denths avoraged 20 onch year, tho highost number any ono
yoar boing 49,  Both this congrogation and Bollovuo have suf.
forod vory muoh in the loss of valuod and usoful membors, Ono
young man, a mombor of this ohureh, is now undor tho oaro of
presbytery, and pursuing his studios preparatory to the ministry,
and two or threo others, it is confldontly - expootod, will dovote
themsolves to the samo work, .

The prosont Board of Trustoos are, N. W, Samplo, John 0,
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Lefovre, Philip Fostor, James P. M'Ilvaine, Goo. D. M’len’lﬁe,
Goo. L. Eckort, Henry Eckert, Thos, 8. Woods, and Nath'l E.
Slaymaker.

II, This history, so imporfectly skotched, may, among other
things, suggest the following, as matter of devout Thanksgiving,
to-day, and as reasons why wo should not forget Jorusalom,”
owr Jorusalom,

1. And suroly wo can nover be too gratoful to God, or chorish
too profound n regard for tho sorvices of such mon as thoso who
first scttlod this land, and founded this and kindred churches.

They wero mon who held to the groat and cardinal truth, that
God alone is Lord of tho conscienco; that ovory man has an
inhorent right to worship God according to what he judges to bo
domanded by his word, and that no man, or set of men, have
any right to interfere with tho formation of his opinions, or the
oxeroise of his worship. "This opinion was held by thé Puritans,
by tho Prosbyterians from Ireland and Scotland, by the Huguo-
nots, by tho Quakors, by tho oxilos from Hélland, Germany, and
Switzorland, There was likewise a large infusion of the Pros-
bytorian cloment, in all theso first sottloments. Many of tho Eng-
lish Puritans woro Presbyterians, and so woro the Dutch from
Holland, and a large proportion ¢f those from Gormany, and
all tho Fronch Protestants, and the Scotch, and Irish, In the
first organization of this govornment, then, this olomont ontored
largoly, and to those mon, under God, aro we indebted for that
rich inhoritanco. Not of land and gold and silver mevely, but
~ ‘that richer inhoritanco, our Jorusalom, and our Zion, which God has
so wallod around, that to-day no onomy can, and no onemy daro
molest tho tribos of all the houso of Isracl, as thoy go up to
the tomplo of the Lord, to offer their thanksgiving and praise.

How different might have been, yea, would have beon, the
condition of this land, and our Protestant Chureh, had colonies
from Spain first landed at Plymouth, and a colony from Italy
at Now York, and-ono from Austria at Philadolphia, and settled
this valley, and spread ovor this state.

e

Theso colonists brought with them the groat ohartor of frec-
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with trembling, whilst ono watchod at thedoor to announeo tho first
approach of its and thelr foo—that Bible, read ofton, too, with'a
thankful hoart, thankful that thoy had it to road, though with
foar, and trembling, and"danger—that Bible Isaac Lefovro took
with him when ho fled from Franco to the Palatinato, and when
ho flod from the Palatinate to Amorica, whero ho could read it
without foar, and ‘without molestation. Tho same unrelenting
onomios of the Bible could soparato him from his homo, his
onrthly possessions, his nativo land ; but thoy could not separato
hiln from his Biblo, and ospecially from the truths of that Biblo
treasured up deop in tho heart, That Bible! what o storyit
could toll | what o rovelation it is yet to make! What a witness
will it be against’ thoso who sought to destroy it, and for thoso
who 8o ‘olung to it, and cherished it, and proferred tho loss of all
things, and tho yiélding up of lifo oven, to o separation from
that Biblo, and espeoially from that Christ, whioh that Biblo so

wonderfully and gloriously rovenls. .
If wo would not forget Jorusalom, lot us, liko thoso noblo oxilos,
‘hold fast to tho Biblo; hold fast to it as the pillar on whioh
reéts this glorious templo of religious freedom ; hold fast to it as
tho nation's glory, and safety, and défonco; hold fast to it as
man’s infalliblo guide, and hand it down to those who may como
aftor-us s our most valuod logaoy, oven a8 wo roceived it at tho
hand of thoso who hold fast to it till death, Lot us holp to give
it to overy man, and fvoman, and child. Lot us holp to place it
in ovory family, school, sominaty, and prison. If wo would hot
forgot Jorusalom, if wo would help to strongthon hor walls, and
onlarge hor boundary, and give pormanonby to her glory, and hor
privilegos, lot us not forgot to give to all the Billo, tho Bible as
Mosos wroto it; as-John comploted it, and as tho Holy Ghost
indited it-——the unmutilated Bible. To o people and nation that
" hold fast to it§ laws, and oboy its procopts, it is a strongor de-
fongo than' all standing armios, and navios, and fottifications,
It is tho guido, the infallible guide of ovory travellor to-the skios ;
" that oloudy pillar by day, and that pillar of fire by niglit, to go
beforo tho wholo encampraent of God's choson, till thoy omerge
. ) - 8 ; ; . . -
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from the wildernoss, eross tho river, and rocoivo thefr allotted
inheritanco in tho promised land, ,

+ 2d. It should bo mattor for gratoful romombranco to-day, that
for more than q hundrod yonrs, tho samo great and glorious truths
havo been proachoed in this place,

Evorything around, during that long poriod, has groatly
changed.  Your fathors found this boautiful valloy an unbroken
forest. Tho rod men—tho Poqua and Conostoga Indians—wan-
dored along tho boautiful stroams that still boar thojr namos, and
kindled their oounoil-ﬁros.on’ tho flolds you now cultivato, and
worshippod tho great unknown Spirit, it may be, on ‘the vory
8pot whoro wo this day worship” that samo, but known, revealed
Spirty in spirit and in truth, Byt thoy have all passod away,
and thoir footpaths have bocoms groat public highways, and the
seream of the ongino and the rettling of trains aro now heard,
whoro then resounded the war-whoop and battlo-ory,

Your fathors too, havo passed away, and many and sad changes
have you boen oalled to witnoss and DPass through ; but the truth
and word of God havo remainod unchanged.  You liston to the
samo truth that was proachod by Evans, Boyd, Aloxandor,
Craighoad, Smith, Woodhull, Semple, and Bayy ; tho groat truth
of man's total alienation from God, his dopravity of naturo, total
and irremodial by any human powor, on tho ground of tho dig.
obedionco of ono ; his recovory and restoration to the favor of
God, by his soveroign meroy and graco, on tho ground of tho one
great offoring and porfoot obedienco of another, oven Christ, who
was God manifost in the flesh, who justifios freoly his own pooplo,
adopts them into his family, and progrossivoly sanotifios thom by
tho Holy Ghost, working in thom that whicl is woll-ploasing ip
tho sight of God, employing and sanctifying moans to that ond,
80 that at tho momont of death, thoy are madp porfoct in holi-
noss, and do ontor at onoo into. glory, and aro forovor without
fault boforo tho throne of God, These will nover chango, “thoy
ort the samo.”  This wo still hold o bo God’s truth for the sal.
vation of men, * the glorious gospol of Jesus Clirist, who is the
image of God,” Tho longer wo live, the moro doop and firm
aro our conviotions, that on nothing short of thig can tho soul
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“rost for podaco and security. This is the foundation which Josus
Ohrist has laid, and on which he has buil¢ his church, and on
which overy soul must build its hopes of heavon. Evory othor
foundation will provo at last a rofugo of lies, which the hail
shall sweep away,” and a hiding-placo whieh tho ¢ wators shall
ovorflow.” If wo evor forgot to hold up this great truth to this,
or to any poople, “ then may our right hand forget her cunning,
may out tongue oloave to the roof of our mouth.”

8d. Lot us call up to grateful romombrance this day, tho de-
lightful truth, that those men, though dead, are living in the
prosont goneration,

Think of tho sormons of an hundred years proached in this
placo; tho sormons of Smith, Woodhull, Semplo, wud Barr. They
aro gono, and yet they livo among us. From the grave of Smith,
at Poqqun ; of Woodhull, at Freohold ; from Semple, at Leacook ;
from Barr, at Whitoolay Creok, is going forth an influenco which
is folt in this houso to-day; they boing doad, yot spoak. IHow

_mony aro lioro to-day resting in good hope, booauso of tho truth

proachod by Smith and Woodhull. You nover hoard them, you

nover saw thom, and yot, undor God, you may owe your salvation
to thom. Your fathors, or your fathors’ fathors heard them and
boliovod, and thoy taught you tho samo truths, and their oxam-
plo, and faith, and prayers, and offorts, nccompanied by the Holy

Ghost, impressod those truths savingly on your hoearts. Novor

should you forgot thom or this place, Thorearo thoso in heaven

to-day, who will nover forgot them or this Jerusalom. If thoy did,

thofr right hand would forgoet to strike the goldon harps. If
thoy did, thoir tonguo would forgot to sing tho now song. - The

prayors offored in this houso may yot romain to bo answaroed on
your bohalfy or on bohalf of your childven. Venerated men !
mon of God! though yo aro in heaven, yot aro ye horo also.

Like Moscs and Elias on Tabor, do yo not sometimes como down
to commune with the childron begotton by you in the- gospel ?—
childvon whom you novor saw on earth, but ohildren, hocause you
faithfilly sowed tho good soed, which sprang up aftor many
dﬂys. .

- You aro reaping blossings and enjoying favors to-day, tho.re-
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sult of your fathors’ saorifices and faith, God blessed them,
and God has blessed you for their snkes, It is said by ono who
is now o most activo and usoful ministor in anothor denomina-
tion of Christians, that aftor tho most caroful and oxtonsivo
fnquirios, ho has novor been abla to hear of o singlo descendant
of the Huguenots coming to want, Just tho testimony of David,
uttered long since: I havo boen young and now am old, yot
havo I novor seen the righteous forsakon, or his soed begging
bread.” And honeo it is that you are ocalled upon not to forget
thom, and not to forgot this Jorusalom. To you it possosses
a doopr interest by far than may at first sight be supposod. It
may look just like other places, just as the Rock of Plymouth
resembles many other rooks ; but to you it is s consecratod spot, .
oonsocrated by the evonts of an hundred years, by tho sormons
and prayoers of holy men, by tho oft sont baptism of the Holy
Ghost, and by tho promises mado to tho fathers, and yot to
bo fulfilled on behalf of their children. ““If I forget thes, O Jo-
rusalem,” should bo the languago of each and all, *lot my right
hand forgot hor cunning,” &o.

~ 4th, Lot usnot forget that Jernsalom is a common bond of union
.and sympathy, It was a0 to all tho tribes of Isrnol.  To it as &
common centro thoy all repaired for o common, united purpose ;
and ovon when oxiles in o foreign land, Jerusalom was the common
burdon of thoir sympathy, their thoughts, and their prayers.

- Here, to-day, in this placo, is flowing tho blood of the Puritan,
tho Scotch, tho Irish, tho Huguenot, tho Gorman, the Welsh..
Starting as it woro from difforent points, yot all converging to
“ono common centra, Difforent familios and tribes, yot of tho
Hhouse of Isracl, with ono common place of worship, ono faith,
ono Lord, ono baptism, |

‘My fathers worshipped God in the land of the Puritans,

yours in tho land of tho Fuguonots, yours in Gormany, or Seot-
land, or Iroland, Hore, wo, all, to-dny, their childron, comminglo
our sorvices and our praises, ono and tho sumo ohurech, and
with ono nocord wo 1ift up our voico of thanksgiving, for such
fathors, and for that Providonce that so kindly and wonderfully
watohed over them, and that finally led them to this westorn
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home, whero thcy found rost at last, and where they sleep inpeace.
They wore mon of strong faith. They never despaired or doubted,
oven whon tho prospeot scemed most dark; and though like
Josoph in the dungeon, or like Isracl in Babylon, bondmen or
oxiles, their confidenco in God failed not ; for he had said, and it
was onough, “ Yea, thoy may forgot, yot will I not forgot thee.
Bohold I have graven theo upon the palms of 'my hands; thy
walls are continually bofore mo.” The sopulchros of tho fathors
tond not a little to comont this bond of union. It was so in tho
cage of the captive Jows. ¢ Why should not my countenance bo
sad, whon tho oity, the place of my fathers’ sepulohres, lioth wasto?”’
Forget not. the place of your fathors' sopulohres. Yonder
thoy lio, ncar tho sanctuary thoy loved so weoll. What im-
pressive lessons thoso sepulehres teach! Go there, and loarn
tho ond of all men, thy end. Go thore, and loarn how doath
staing tho prido of all glory. Those sopulehres are tho fruit of
the ourse. Go thore, and loarn that your way to the skios is by
tho way of tho grave, and thoen go loarn of God, how the
darknoss of tho sopulohro may bo lit up; how the victory may
bo gnined ovor tho last onemy; how tho grave may be mado &
blessing, the way of admission to tho home and rest of tho children
of God. :Thoso sepulohroes silontly, yot most improssively, teach
many of tho groat truths taught in this sanctuary, Thoy teach
thom by day and by night, yoar aftor yoear, to overy passor-by,
to ovory gonoration of worshippers in this sanctuary, as thoy come

" and go.

Your fathdts sacrificed muoh-to soouro for thomselves and
for you o sanctuary, u homo and rest for tho soul whilst de-
tained horo bolow, and o place of sepulchre, & rest for tho body,
whon tho soul had no farthor nood of it. You owo thom o dobs
of gratitude, which you oan repay only by guarding most vigi-
lantly all those groat intovests which thoy have intrusted to your
kooping, . If you fail to do this ; if you fail to come forivard with
o solf-sacrificing spirit, o spirit deoply imbued with a lovo for tho
sanctuary of God, and the truth of God ; if you fail to hand those
down tothose coniing after you unimpaired ; if you, Esau-like, do-
apiso your bivthright, so that the God of your futhors como, and in
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wrath, and remove your candlestick out of its place, and leave you
to spiritual desolation, 8o that the glory shall depart from ‘this
Zion,—then, ¢ then may your right hand forget her ocunning,
then may your tonguo cleave to the roof of your mouth, if you
prefer not Jerusalem above your chief joy."” |

5th. Nor should we forget that God makes the wrath of man to
praiso him. We aro indebted to the wrath of man for all that to-
day wo are called upon t0 offer up our public thanksgiving. How
littlo did the enemics of God and his church and peoplo think
that they were helping to found o mighty government, and a place
of rest and security for his church, in .this western world, when
they drove the Puritans and Huguenots and othors to seck an
asylum here. The cottlement of this land is o history of the
orimes of Europe, the darkest, bloodicst page in that history.
They thought to quench the light, which tho Holy Ghost had
kindled in tho hearts of his saints, in the darkness of prisons and
mountain fastnesses, in blood and in tho wilds of o savago land.

Instead of this, they scattered abroad their choicest seed, that
has sprung up in every part of this land, yielding most amazing
results. They inflicted an injury upon themselves, more disns-
trous ond wide-spread than can cvor bo known hero. In extin-
guishing those lights thoy loft themselves in deep darkness,
growing decper and moro appulling every year; and more than
all, thoy invoked tho judgments of God, which have already
been poured out upon them in some measure, but which ere long
will bo wrung out in awful fury, and withous mixturo.

How vain to fight against God! What folly to oppose his
church | ITeenciroles that nation, and that church, and that people
that trust in him, witha wall of dofenco as inipregnible as-hoaven
itself. Let o nation bo true to God, loyal to his government, obe-
dient to his laws, let purity and piety and truo roligion shod its
hallowed influonce over tho halls of Congress, and over all: in
authority, and so down over all tho families of the land, and no
power from without could ever oven shake it, for'it would be
founded upon-a rook. 5 . . -

But leta nation forget God ; lotits ralors bocome profligate,
gensual, wicked, and unscrupulous ; let intemperanco abound, and
tho Sabbath be doscorated, and tho sanotuary bo neglected s lot
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every saored compaot bo sundered, let the rights of the feoblo be
trampled upon, lot the Bible bo banished from our schools; let
education and religion be hewn apart, and then that nation is
doomed to fall, fall by its own hand, and no carthly wisdom or power
could stay the avenging stroke. ¢ For the nation and kingdom
that will not serve thee shall perish, yen those nations shall be
utterly wasted.” So has porished overy nation that cast off
God, and the doom of every nation that will not honor him is
sealed,

MThere are men who would sunder apart this migkty confede-
racy, for which such sacrifices have been made, and on which 8o
many hopes are resting. Phero aro men at tho North and at
tho South, at the East and at the West, who would rejoice to do
this. As well hew apart tho strong, living, vigorous man, and
expect him to live. Our fathers wero imperfect men, and thoy
founded an imperfect government, But whero shall wo logk for
o bettor 7 Givo to those men tho power, and let them accomplish
their desives, and . what then? What will thoy give us in its
placo? Well may we ask what! Yes, what? Yondor bright
luminary has dark spots on its disk. Give to those men tho
power, and they would toar it from the heavens because of those
spots. Its light and glory thoy would ovorlook, and bring their
glasses to spy out ovory shadow and every spot. DBut what
would they give ug in oxchange for yondor sun? Would we
consont to accept of their tapors or gas-fixtures even, instoad of
this sun, what o light it would bo for the world! and then,
glas! for tho heat, and life warniing and supporting influence.
How soon would all nature sicken; and struggle, and die! We
would ag soon givoe to these men tho task of refitting up the
world with another light in oxchango for that of the sun, a8 in
trust to them the work of tearing down this government and
building up one in its place, Wo should expeot them to succeed
a8 woll with tho one as with tho other. Wo would as soon ex-
peot o botter sun ot their hands as a botter government. From
guch men may God in moroy deliver us. Mor. who would reform
overything but themselves, and who '-ﬁeodtéforfmdtion‘ most of all.
Mon who despair of gaining a name by building up, and so, like
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Herostratus, who fired the temple of Diana, that ho might get a
hame, those men tould cast'about firebrands, in the hopo of
" gaining a namo by the destruction of this glorious edifice, tho
labor of many years and of many generutlons.

And novw, as wo havo been’ rovxewmg the ovents of an hundred
years, how portinent tho inquiry, where shall wo bo at the
close of an hundred yoars? What changes will como over this
church, over this congregation, over this land, over tho world,
during the century yct to come. Changes and events will
be crowded into the next century, more sudden, more star tling,
more momentous, than the world has over witnessed. Not one
who worshipped in this house in 1754, one hundred years ago,
now lives. There is not one to tell us how this church then ap-
peared, who were the worshippers, and what was the aspect df
things then. 1In 1954, one hundred years hence, not one now
hero will then bo living to tell to that generation, who to-day oc-
cupied this pulpit, who were the worshippers in this house, and
what is now transpiring over the land, and over the world. This
pulpit and these seats will be oocupled by another pastor and
other worshippers, and we shall all be changed.

Where shall wo bo then? Numbored ‘with tho dead. But
w]zer e shall wo bo? Wo shall all be living, busy, active, in another
warld,. Whore shall wo have our homes then, and what shall
be our employments ?  Shall our home bo at lastin the upper
Jerusalem, to which all the oxiles of God’s spiritual Jerusalem
have already or shall “return and como to Zion, with songs, and
everlasting joy upon-their heads,”

God grant that this honor, and glory, and blessodnoss, may
be in reservo for us all; and then, when the generations of the
past, tho exiles from other lands, now in heaven, who overcame
by tho blood of the Lamb, shall meot théir ohildren and
childron’s ohfldren, to the thnrd and fourth genoration of those
who have worshipped in this sanotuary, will there go up‘from be-
fore tho throno a song of thanksgiving and adoring gratitude
and. praise, of which our tlmnksgwing on earth to-day is but the

feeblest, fainitest echo, |
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